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Foreword

Most of the stories in this book were originally 
published in the Southern Presbyterian Church 

Youth Magazine. As there are presently few sound Christian 
books for young people, these stories are now published in a 
separate book. The stories are derived from various sources, 
for which thankful acknowledge ment is made.

It is the prayer and hope of the publishers that these 
stories may be blessed of the Lord to teach children about 
the true and living God. It is hoped that the accounts of the 
conversion of others to Christ may encourage each one to 
seek and pray to the Lord as they did. Then they too will 
experience the Lord’s grace and salvation, as did those whose 
stories are recorded in this book.

“Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, 
while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when 
thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them.” (Ecclesiastes 12:1)
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1. Faithful Olympic 
champion

The 1924 Olympic Games were held in Paris. At these 
games there was a Scottish runner named Eric Liddell 

who was the favourite for the 100 metre race. Liddell was a 
sincere Christian who sought to walk in God’s ways. To his 
sorrow he learned that the heats for the 100 metre race were 
to be run on the Lord’s day, so Liddell refused to run and was 
left out of that race. He could, however, run in the 400 metre 
race to be held on another day, but Liddell was not good in 
this event.

On the morning of the final, another Christian in the 
team gave a note to Liddell, who said he would open it at the 
race stadium. The note read, “In the old book (the Bible) it 
says, He that honours Me I will honour. Wishing you the best 
success always.” This was a quote from 1 Samuel 2:30. This 
text really spoke to Liddell’s, heart and encouraged him.

In that 400 metre race, Liddell not only won, but set a 
new world record. He had honoured God by remembering 
to keep His day holy, and God honoured him by giving him 
strength and determination to win. Eric Liddell later became 
a missionary and served the Lord faithfully in China.

* * *
A Sabbath well kept
Brings a week of content
 And health for the toils of tomorrow,
But a Sabbath profaned
Whatsoever is gained
 Is a certain forerunner of sorrow.
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2. The pigs and the beans

Early last century, a young man was preparing to leave 
England permanently and sail to India. His Christian 

friend was very anxious that this young man should hear the 
message of the gospel of Christ before he sailed. The young 
man agreed to go to church with him each Sunday until the 
boat sailed.

They went to a number of churches to hear various 
preachers, but each time the gospel was not clearly preached, 
and the young man was not impressed with what he heard.

At last they went to hear a very unusual preacher, named 
Rowland Hill. Mr Hill’s subject was, “Temptation to Sin.” In 
his sermon he told a story of how he saw a man leading some 
pigs to the slaughter house. The pigs all eagerly followed the 
man, even though they were going to the place where they 
would be killed.

Mr Hill said that he was puzzled for a while, until he 
discovered the reason. The man leading the pigs had a bag 
of beans. Every few steps he dropped some beans. The pigs 
eagerly followed him to get more beans, but they did not 
know that they were being led to the slaughter house.

Mr Hill likened these beans to the temptations of the devil. 
He places many things before sinners to tempt them to sin, 
but they forget that they are being led to hell and destruction.

After the sermon, the young man was deeply convicted. 
He realised that this was a picture of his own life; he was 
following the pleasures of sin, and would be lost forever 
unless he was saved.

This young man repented of his evil ways and believed on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and became a true Christian.
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3. Persecuting times

We live in a land where there is not much persecution 
of those who are Christians. Probably the most you 

have to suffer is that someone laughs at you or does not want 
to have anything to do with you. But this has not always been 
so. Often God’s people have suffered greatly for their faith in 
Christ.

In about 116 AD a Roman governor named Tacitus 
recorded how the Emperor Nero of Rome falsely accused the 
Christians and persecuted them.

In the year 64 AD a great fire swept through the city of 
Rome causing great damage. Soon rumours spread that Nero 
himself had set fire to the city. Nero tried to stop the rumours 
and clear his name. First of all he said that the gods must be 
angry with the city, so he ordered many prayers and services 
be made to the gods to turn away their anger. But still the 
rumours spread that he had burned the city.

Then Nero blamed the Christians in Rome. These 
Christians were already hated by many of the people of the 
city.

Nero arrested those who confessed they were Christians 
first. Then on the report of others, he arrested a great number 
of those who were said to be Christians. Tacitus then records 
how they were persecuted and put to death: “They were 
covered with wild beasts skins and torn to death by dogs; 
or they were fastened on crosses, and, when daylight failed 
were burned to serve as lamps by night. Nero had offered 
his gardens for the spectacle, and gave an exhibition in his 
Circus, mixing with the crowd in the habit (costume) of a 
charioteer, or mounted in his car.” However when the people 
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saw the patience and faithfulness of the Christians in their 
sufferings, they were moved to feel pity for them. The people 
realised that these Christians were not suffering for the good 
of Rome but because of the wickedness and anger of Nero 
the Emperor.

Let us pray that we might be faithful to the Lord no matter 
what persecutions come upon us.

4. Where are the bad ones?

One day a father took his young son for a walk through a 
graveyard. The father read out the names of the people 

on the head-stones and what was written about them. On 
every grave he read something like, “Dearly beloved husband 
of ’ or “Forever with the Lord” or “Rest in peace”
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The young son listened very intently to what his father 
read. At last he asked, “Dad, where do they bury all the bad 
people?” “What do you mean?” asked 
the father. “Well,” replied the son, 
“you have only read out good things 
about all these people.”

Let us remember that it is not 
important who men praise or say 
are at rest when they die. But it is 
important who God says are blessed 
and at peace. He has said that only 
those who die trusting in the Lord are blessed and enter into 
Heaven.

5. The shark’s secret

We are told in the Bible, “Be sure your sins will 
find you out.” (Numbers 32:23) This means that our 

sins will always be found out, and we will 
be judged and punished for them if they 
are not forgiven by the Lord. Sins are 
sometimes found out in this life, but 
all of them will be found out and 
judged on the great judgment day.

Sometimes there have been very 
strange events that have brought to 


